
DRE
DIRECCIÓN 
DE 
RELACIONES  
EXTERIORES

National Office of External

Affairs



The Universidad Nacional de Colombia  was 
founded in 1867 and it is the first  and biggest 
public university in Colombia

It is the most important university in the country and has the  

largest offer of academic programs. It promotes equitable access  

to higher education for Colombians.
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14% of applicants are admitted to the U.N.

36% of the doctors graduated in the country are U.N.

graduates

25% of the doctoral programs in the country are U.N.

programs

21% of doctoral students in the country study at the U.N

54.284
undergraduates and graduate students throughout 
the country

Academic

excellence
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14,8

%

9,3

%

49,6

%

9,3

%
8,5

%

3,6

%

4,8

%

Engineering, Architecture, Urban Planning and related

areas

Human and Social Sciences
Mathematics and Natural

Sciences
Economy, Accounting, Administration and related

areas
Health

sciences
Arts

Agronomy, Veterinary and related

areas

Total
undergraduates:

Undergraduate students by

area

45.58
0
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Mathematics and Natural Sciences Engineering, 

Architecture,

Urban Planning and related areas
Human and Social

Sciences
Health sciences

Economy, Accounting, Administration and related

areas
Agronomy, Veterinary and related

areas

Arts
Education

Sciences4,3

%

4,1

%

21,4

%

29,9

%

19,7

%
13

%

6.9

%

0,6

%

Graduate students by

area

Total graduate students: 8.704
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Academic

courses

UNDERGRADUATE Programs

POSTGRADUATE programs

SPECIALTY programs

DOCTORATE programs

MASTER programs

Faculties

Departments

Schools

Full-time professors
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102

366

128

169

69

21

79

33

3.114
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Extension centers

Laboratories

Research groups

Magazines categorized  
in Publindex

Research centers and institutions

11

1

1

1

Biological stations

Museums

Libraries

Center of Marine Studies

Research and complementary

resources

10

683

942

46

2

12

24

1

32

Cross faculty research centers

Conservatory of music

Astronomy observatories

University Hospital
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Faculties

•Arts

•Sciences

•Agricultural Sciences

•Economic Sciences

•Human Sciences

•Law, Political and Social

Sciences

•Nursery

•Engineering

•Medicine

•Veterinary and Zoological

Medicine

•Odontology

50 Undergraduate

programs

215 Graduate programs

634 Researchgroups

26.184 Undergraduates

5.913Graduate students

Faculties

•Architecture

•Sciences

•Agricultural Sciences

•Human and Economic

Sciences

•Mining

28 Undergraduate

programs

91 Graduate programs

184 Research groups

Bogotá

Campus

Medellín

Campus

11.103 Undergraduates

5.913 Graduate students

Source:

Unimedios
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7 Undergraduateprograms
11 Graduateprograms
47 Research groups

Source: Unimedios

Manizales Campus

4.778 Undergraduates

818 Graduate students

Faculties

•Sciences
•Engineering and architecture
•Administration

11 Undergraduate programs
43 Graduate programs
63 Research groups

Palmira Campus

2.589 Undergraduates

330 Graduate students

Faculties

· Agricultural sciences
· Engineering and Administration
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Undergraduate Programs

•Biological Engineering
•Mechatronics Engineering
•Statistics
•Geography
•Cultural and Communication Management
•Biology

De La Paz Campus

201 Undergraduates

Research Amazon Institute - IMANI

180 Undergraduates
35 Graduatestudents
3 Laboratories

3 Postgraduateprograms

8 Researchgroups

Amazonia Campus

Campus of national presence

197 Undergraduates

28 Graduate students

Source: Unimedios
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263 Undergraduates
2 laboratories

1 Researchgroup

Research Tumaco Campus Institute  

306 Undergraduates

Study center of Marine Sciences (CECIMAR)  

Institute of Caribbean studies

3 Postgraduate programs
4 research groups

Campus of national presence

75 undergraduates
34 graduatestudents
4 laboratories

270 Undergraduates

229 Undergraduates

29 Undergraduates

25 Graduate students

Orinoquia Campus Tumaco Campus Caribbean Campus

Source:Unimedios
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Research centers

Institute of Environmental Studies - IDEA

Institute of Caribbean Studies

Center of Marine Sciences Studies CECIMAR

Center for Applied Statistics and  
Socioeconomic Studies

Institute of Environmental Studies - IDEA  

Agricultural Research Institute

Caribbean

Medellín

Manizales

Palmira

Bogotá

Institute of Environmental Studies - IDEA

Institute of Genetics - IGUN

Institute of Political Studies and International  
Relations - IEPRI

Institute of Food Science and Technology - ICTA  

Institute of Biotechnology - IBUN

Institute of Communication and Culture Studies - IECO

Institute of Urban Studies - IEU

Institute of Biotechnology  
and Agroindustry IBA

Institute of Environmental Studies - IDEA
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Research groups by knowledge area

942

Source: Vice-rector of research

Research groups

INSTITUTION/ CATEGORY SENIOR ASSOCIATE JUNIOR

U.N. 369 335 351

1.707 3.595 7.575Country
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training, research and extension dedicated laboratories

Natural Sciences

Engineering and Technology

Agricultural sciences

Medical sciences

Humanities and Arts

Social sciences

Interdisciplinary Laboratories – Cross-faculty
The laboratories support research infrastructures and
contribute with collaboration between academia and
external sectors.

X - Ray Fluorescence (Bogotá)  

Interfaces Mechanical Tests (Bogotá)  

Optical microscopy (Bogotá)

Scanning and Transmission Electron Microscopy (Bogotá)

Rapid Prototyping (Bogotá)

Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) (Bogotá)

Plasma Physics (Manizales)

Soils, waters and foliar (Orinoquía)

Electron microscopy (Palmira)
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Laboratories

155

115

67

30

298

18

683

DIRECCIÓN 
DE 
RELACIONES  
EXTERIORES

DRE



Scimago Institution Ranking

1. Universidad Nacional de Colombia

2. Universidad de Antioquia

3. Pontificia Universidad Javeriana

4. Universidad de los Andes

5. Universidad del Valle

SIR IBER
2020

740

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

735 711
665 611 578 566 570 557 589

550

593
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259

10

QS Rankings
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Patents

BreederRecords

Industrial design

Layout design of 
integrated circuits

International invention
patents granted

Utility model patents

Requests  
nationals

Current  
nationals

Concessions  
nationals

Requests  
international

Current  
international

Concessions  
international

Total solicitudes  
2019

Total titles  
Current 2019

Total requests  
2019

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 2 6 0 0 0 0 2 6

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

5 18 62 0 1 8 5 19 70

2 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 3

Total titles 7 20 72 0 0 8 7 21 80
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Germany  

Argentina  

Australia  

Austria  

Belgium  

Bolivia  

Brazil  

Canada  

china  

Chile

SouthKorea  

Costa Rica  

Cuba  

Ecuador  

The Savior  

Spain

U.S.

Estonia  

France  

Greece  

Guatemala
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International agreements
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Honduras 

Iran  

Israel  

Italy  

Jamaica  

Finland  

Georgia  

India  

Japan  

Mexico  

Norway  

New  

Zealand

Netherlands 

Panama  

Paraguay  

Peru

Poland  

Portugal  

PuertoRico  

UK

Czech  

Republic  

Russia  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Dominican  

Rep.

Taiwan 

Turkey



Since 2015, the 21 faculties of the  
National University of Colombia have  
hosted at least one visiting student.

Foreign visiting students

2013 183

2014 312

2015 3
4
8

2016 532

2017 704

2018 906

2019 686

2020-1 157

DIRECCIÓN 
DE 
RELACIONES  
EXTERIORES

DRE



Students in outgoing international mobility

U.N. students mobility

Year #Countries

2013 20

2014 28

2015 23

2016 29

2017 36

2018 40

2019 34

2020 24

2013 183

2014 312

2015 348

2016 532

2017 704

2018 906

2019 885

2020-1 26
0
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International cooperation

PROFESSORS
Visitors in the U.N.: 389

TOTAL AGREEMENTS: 2878

CURRENT AGREEMENTS: 796
National: 156
International: 640

DOUBLE DEGREES AND
CO-TUTORING AGREEMENTS: 118
Undergraduate: 8
Postgraduate: 7
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How can you apply? 

1. Decide what you want to do in our university

TAKE COURSES

INTERNSHIP

RESEARCH STAY

MEDICAL ROTATION

DOUBLE DEGREE*
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How can you apply? 

2. Select one campus and one academic program of our University 

Remember the Campus, the Faculty and the Academic Program. 
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How can you apply? 

3. Get the following documents in PDF file:

- Letter of presentation from the university of origin (on their 

official stationery and/or with their stamp)

-Letter of motivation

-Official transcript of grades

-Copy of passport (foreign students) 

-Certificate of proficiency in Spanish language (if the student is 

not a native Spanish speaker)

-Letter of economic support. If the candidate receives a 

scholarship, they must annex a certificate mentioning that they 

are a beneficiary or scholarship student.

-Letter of a Tutor of our University (In case of internship, research 

stay, medical rotation)
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How can you apply? 

4. Look for the courses you would like to take during your stay: 

Remember the Campus, the Faculty and the Academic Program. 

DNINFOA > SISTEMA DE INFORMACIÓN ACADÉMICA >BUSCADOR DE CURSOS

https://dninfoa.unal.edu.co/
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How can you apply? 

You will see a page like this: 

DNINFOA > SISTEMA DE INFORMACIÓN ACADÉMICA >BUSCADOR DE CURSOS

https://dninfoa.unal.edu.co/
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How can you apply? 

5. Add the information of campus, Faculty, and Academic program: 

THEN, CLICK ON “MOSTRAR”

DNINFOA > SISTEMA DE INFORMACIÓN ACADÉMICA >BUSCADOR DE CURSOS

https://dninfoa.unal.edu.co/
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How can you apply? 

6. You will see the courses list of the program. Take note of the course 
code you want to apply to.
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How can you apply? 

7. Go to 
http://www.dre.unal.edu.co/nc/enx/movilidad.html?form=entrante
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How can you apply? 

8. Select “passport”, add your document number and choose the 
nationality. Then, SUBMIT.
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How can you apply? 

9. Fill the application form with your personal and institutional data 
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How can you apply? 

10. Complete the information about the Faculty you want to apply
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How can you apply? 

11. Select the modality and the fields required.
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How can you apply? 

Take courses: 

First period of the year (February – May)

Second period of the year ( August – November)  

12. Add the dates of your stay.
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How can you apply? 

7. Upload the required documents.

THEN, CLICK ON “SUBMIT”
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How can you apply? 

14. YOU WILL GET THE FORM IN PDF FILE.
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How can you apply? 

15. PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR MAIL. YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF ANY 
CHANGE IN YOU REQUEST STATE.

-Por Revisar: (To review) your request documentation will be reviewed. If 
it is complete, it will be studied by the Faculty.
-Borrador: (Draft) your request is not complete. Add the required 
documents before the deadline.
-Revisado: (Reviewed) you have been reviewed and your request will be 
sent to the Faculty.
-Presentado: (presented) your request is being studied by the Faculty.
-Aceptado: (Accepted) your request has been accepted. You will receive 
the Acceptance letter.
-Movilizado: (in the country) The student is already in Colombia, carrying 
out his/her academic exchange.
-Cancelado: (Cancelled) you decided to cancel your mobility request.
-No Aceptado: (Not accepted)



DIRECCIÓN 
DE 
RELACIONES  
EXTERIORES

DR

E

How can you apply? 

16. ACCEPTED: ACCEPTANCE LETTER, VISA REQUIREMENTS, TRAVEL, ORI 
CONTACT



www.dre.unal.edu.co 

dre_nal@unal.edu.co
/DirecciondeRelacionesExteriores/  
@DRE_UNAL

Carrera 45 No. 26-85, Of. 514
Edificio Uriel Gutiérrez-Bogotá D.C. - Colombia
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